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Please Noie:-- 


Just added to our stock several new patterns of non-tarnishable 
3-inch bandings (or orphreys) together with 12 inch matching 
galloons. Each pattern is available in all Church colors. Prices 
are most reasonable. Samples gladly furnished upon request. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


**The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 
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Mary Books for Mary’s Year 


During this Marian YEAR why not start a booklet library of 
Marian subjects — thoughts, considerations, inspirations on our 
Blessed Mother that you will cherish for years to come? The fol- 
lowing Benedictine Booklets will give you a fine basic beginning 
for such a Marian library. Each booklet only 15¢. 


To Jesus through Mary The Mysteries of Mary 

Devotion to Mary The Rosary, My Treasure 

Under Mary’s Mantle Our Lady of Fatima 

Heart of Our Mother and Devotion to the Mother of 
Queen Sorrows 


Order from: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 
petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $2.00 a year, or $3.00 for two years (Canada 
and foreign countries, $2.25 a year, or $3.50 for two years). 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
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When “Tabernacle and Purgatory” Comes — 


You open it with hopeful curiosity. 

You automatically begin to read. 

You think of God and the things of God. 

You gain a surer insight into life’s meaning. 

You rise above its problems, its tediousness. 

You get away from yourself; from loneliness. 

You think of the spiritual world of tomorrow. 

You realize the smallness of today’s troubles. 

You resolve to act accordingly. — And then — 
YOU MAKE IT KNOWN TO OTHERS. 











The Perfect Home 


During the Month of the Holy Family, our thoughts turn lovingly 
to the humble house of Nazareth where each member of the great 
Christian family can find an excellent model in the one perfect home. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived only for God’s glory, accomplishing 
the Divine Will in a most perfect manner. Humility, mutual charity, 
and patient endurance of life’s hardships made of their home a haven 
of love, contentment and peace. If we imitate their spirit of prayer 
and complete abandonment to God's designs, our faith in times of trial 
will be strengthened; our hope in Divine Providence uplifted; and our 
charity toward all increased in wishing each one well and doing what- 
ever good we can for God’s sake. Every joy and sorrow may become 
meritorious when united with those of the Holy Family. Thus we 
will find immense grace always at hand in the “sacrament of the 
present moment” to realize in ourselves that great transformation called 


sanctity. 
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Conformity to God’s Will Brings 
True Happiness 


ees ee. 
i ie ie 


us: few weeks ago, when we were repeatedly wished “A 





and promising in our ears. Yes, it promised a great 
deal: New opportunities to repair the past and secure 
the future; a new lease on time, one of God’s greatest 
gifts to men, the material out of which we must weave 
our eternal crown; a bright new page for our life’s diary, to be filled 
out hour by hour for the great accounting. It held out the promise of 
real, lasting joy, satisfying peace of heart. All this and more was 
couched in that crisp greeting: “A Happy New Year!” 

But has this wish come true in your case? Are you really happy? 
If the first month, which has now passed, is an indication of what is to 
come, what will 1954 be for you? Success or failure? That depends 
to a great extent on yourself. You are the architect of your own fortune. 
Only You can make this year a really happy and blessed one. People 
and things may make you miserable, may cause you inconvenience and 
trouble; but only Stn can make you really unhappy. 


What Is Happiness? 


To be happy means to have what you want, when you want it, 
and as long as you want it. Or, as St. Augustine says: “He is happy 
who has all he desires and desires nothing but what he ought.” A 
child is happy when it has the piece of candy that it has been crying for. 
An alert business man beams with satisfaction when he makes a good 
transaction. A woman is happy when she finally obtains the fur coat 
she had been dreaming about for years. Yes, all these individuals are 
happy — in a way; they have what they want. Still, they are not com- 
pletely happy, because their feeling of contentment does not last. When 
the candy is gone, the child begins to cry for more. The business man, 
after his first successful venture, seeks greater returns; the fur coat, 
though comfortable and satisfying, is only part of the woman’s ward- 
robe. ALL DESIRE MORE. 

This is the sad experience of most mortals. Perhaps you have had 
it yourself. Things of earth — riches, pleasures, honors, temporary 
success, popularity, cannot make us really happy! In fact, if sought 
inordinately and at the price of sin, these earthly things leave a terrible 
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void in our hearts, a physical weariness and a spiritual sadness and de- 
pression that makes us anything but happy. 

Why is this? Why do the things of earth not satisfy the human 
heart and make it really happy? Simply because we are made for some- 
thing higher and nobler and grander than anything this earth can offer 
us. We are made for Gop and He ALone can truly make us happy. 
God has made our hearts so deep and wide that only He can fill them. 
He made us for Himself, for eternal glory, for the Beatific Vision of His 
infinite beauty in heaven. For that reason, nothing less than God can 
make us truly happy, or satisfy fully those deep and insatiable longings 
in the human heart for happiness. It is true, man may try to make him- 
self believe that he is happy, that he is getting real enjoyment out of 
worldly pleasures and successes, but when their music and noise dies 
away, when “The End” is flashed upon the screen of life, he feels the 
full impact of Solomon’s sad complaint: “Vanity of vanities, and all is 
vain!” It is as if one were to drink salt water, only to find nothing but 
bitterness. In contrast, God offers you the fresh living water of grace 
and truth and perennial joy to drink. 


The Secret of Happiness 

How to be really happy in spite of circumstances and surroundings 
is one of the outstanding lessons of the Christmas season, which we 
continue to celebrate in the Liturgy until February 2. The predominant 
note that echoes and re-echoes throughout this happy time is the one 
struck by the Angel: “Peace on earth to men of good will!” All the 
actors in this great drama of human and Divine love, from the Little 
Prince of Peace in the manger to the returning Magi, radiate a heavenly 
contentment and a lasting spiritual joy. They all enjoy deep peace of 
heart because they all fulfil the condition upon which peace is promised 
— they are men of good will. 


Love Means a Union of Wills 

This “good will” is crystallized in the expression of perfect con- 
formity with the Will of God. It was this magic formula that brought 
God to us in human form by an humble Virgin: “Be it done unto me 
according to thy word!” 

To be happy means to have what you want when you want it, and 
as long as you want it. Unfortunately, most of us do not know what we 
want. We are like spoilt children crying for something that is not even 
good for us; chasing the elusive butterfly of earthly riches, or honors; 
reaching out eager hands toward the burning flame of pleasure; look- 
ing forward to some delightful fairyland of ease and comfort. That is 
why we are often sad and disappointed, and like children cry and pout 
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and indulge in self-pity. There is only one thing to do. We must re- 
turn to our Heavenly Guide and be directed by His paternal Wisdom. 

God knows what is best for us, and He wants us to be happy. Thus, 
as children are wise in not following their own misleading whims and 
notions and unruly desires, but in submitting to the guidance of ex- 
perienced and loving parents, so we can best attain true happiness by 
submitting our will to the Will of God. 


Mary Knew This Secret of Happiness 

Our Blessed Mother was the happiest of all creatures, not because 
she was free from sorrow and suffering, but because her heart was firm- 
ly anchored on the Divine Rock of Peace. Picture Mary, for instance, 
in the flight to Egypt. Try to imagine the fears and anxieties that filled 
her mother’s heart as she hurried in the dark of night with her Divine 
Treasure into a strange land to escape a blood-thirsty tyrant. She knew 
that Jesus was to suffer and die for man’s redemption. She did not 
know WHEN this would come to pass. A deadly fear clutched her heart. 
But amid all her anxiety, all the hardships of the journey, she could look 
up to heaven and say: “Heavenly Father, all this is hard to bear. Why 
You permitted it to happen, I do not know. But since You WILL it, 
I will it also! Thy holy Will be done!” And she could smile through 
her tears and leave all confidently to God. Here is the secret of un- 
alloyed peace of heart and true happiness: PERFECT CONFORMITY WITH 
GOD’S WILL. 

For us to be truly happy, this important lesson must find practical 
application in our daily lives. We must try to see God’s holy Will 
in everything that happens, even though we cannot see the reason for 
it. We know that God’s Will extends to all things. He wills the good, 
and permits the evil, but He wills the good effect even of the evil that is 
done, because He can draw good out of evil. We must try to get this 
broader view of life, to extend our gaze beyond the immediate horizon 
and see things in the light of the eternal hills, in God’s fatherly plans. 
The sickness that hinders our work and saps our strength; the long, 
tedious, apparently useless hours of work; the monotonous rides to and 
from the office; certain individuals in our environment who “get on 
our nerves”; in these and the hundred other splinters of the cross and 
sharp thorns that beset our path, we must always try to see Gop’s WILL 
AND LOVING PROVIDENCE. He knows every detail of our life. He has 
planned everything for our good. All we need do is BE OF GOOD WILL, 


‘and placing our hand trustingly in that of the Heavenly Father, go along 


the paths He leads us, even when the way is dark and the outlook 
dreary. Yes, “Trust Him, even when to trust Him is the hardest thing 
of all!” 
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Are Vou Fruitiul in Good Works? 


Lg} GD Ot 





IVINE Providence has assigned to every individual 

a particular function in human society. To this 
end, God has divided and distributed His gifts in 
a certain measure and kind to each one. It is His 
Will that these gifts or talents be productive, that 
they produce fruit. Some may bring forth fruit 
only thirtyfold; others, sixty, and a few, a hundredfold. But it is 
certain that the Master expects there will be some fruit, and He has 
warned us that He will demand of everyone an account of the use to 
which his talents have been put. Just as, in the parable of the Gospel, 
the king called for an accounting from the servants to whom he had 
given one, two, and five talents, so God will divide and judge the good 
and bad servants according to the measure of their fruitfulness. 


In our days, more especially perhaps than in the past, sufferings, 
difficulties, and pressing needs are to be found among all classes of 
people, in all states of life, in families, and in individuals; and these 
needs are not material only, but, above all, spiritual in nature. To use 
an expression of our Holy Father, there is a large, tangled mass of 
lukewarm, uncertain and wavering people, for whom religion still means 
something, though it is something quite vague and of no account in their 
lives. This vast throng is searching for God, for Truth, for Hope, for 
basic principles that make life worth living. Without these ideals, 
without the basic principles and eternal truths of religious belief, they 
grope about in darkness, dissipating their lives in sin and frustration, 
with no aim, and no stimulus to betterment. There are literally millions 
of such people who plead for a new way of life. They look towards 
the Church of Christ as to the only strong pilot who can grasp the helm 
and steer the ship of life safely through the storm that buffets them on 
every side. But they know not how to reach her; they look towards 
her with fearsome anxiety, with longing, yet with trepidation, and con- 
tinue to remain at a distance, some farther away, some nearer. 

Here, then, is a vast field of action for you, Catholic men and wo- 
men, young and old! You can be to these groping souls the bearers of 
tidings of great joy, the forerunners, the heralds of a better world 
willed by God. You can be the leaven that makes rise to a higher life 
the mass of mankind. It will take courage and generous readiness for 
action, in co-operating with opportunities. 


Again and again, our present Holy Father has called upon Catholics 
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everywhere to receive with a noble spirit of dedication — recognizing it 
as a call from God — his plea for a re-awakening to a renewed, re- 
invigorated spiritual life, a re-awakening of thought and action. “This 
re-awakening,” he says, “is a duty for everyone without exception — 
clergy and people, those in authority, families, groups, individuals — 
along the whole front of those striving for the complete renewal of Chris- 
tian life, along the whole line of the defenders of moral values, for the 
achieving of social justice, for the reconstruction of the Christian 
order...” 

“This is not the moment to search for new principles, to fix new 
aims and goals. Both the one and the other, already known and in sub- 
stance recognized — since they were given by Christ Himself, clearly 
taught by the Church down the ages, and adapted to immediate circum- 
stances by the late Supreme Pontiffs — need nothing more now than 
concrete realization!” (Exhortation of Pius XII to the Faithful of 
Rome, February, 1952.) 


His Holiness stated that it would be of little use for anyone to study 
the ways of God and of the spirit, while following the ways of perdition 
in giving himself up to the allurements of the flesh. Further, it would 
avail little to know and to proclaim that God is our Father and that men 
are brothers, if every intervention of God in private and public affairs 
were regarded as something to be feared. Disputations on justice, on 
charity, on peace, are of no value if the will is not resolved to accept 
sacrifice, if the heart is determined to remain in icy solitude, if none 
dare to be the first to break through the barrier of hatred that divides 
men and hasten to offer true friendship. “All this,” declared the Holy 
Father, “would but add to the guilt of the sons of light, to whom less 
will be forgiven if less they have loved. It was not with such disunity 
and inertia that the Church in her very beginning changed the face of 
the earth, spread rapidly, endured in her beneficent mission down the 
centuries, and gained the admiration and trust of all peoples. 


“Let it be plainly understood, beloved sons and daughters, that the 
root of modern evils, and of their baneful consequences, is not, as in 
the times before Christ or in regions yet pagan, invincible ignorance of 
the eternal destiny of man and of the principal means of attaining it. 
Rather it is lethargy of the spirit, weakness of will, and coldness of 
heart. 

“May the action to which We call the pastors and faithful today. 
mirror that of God. May it be enlightening and unifying, generous and 
loving... We are certain that there will not be lacking, either in num- 
ber or quality, generous hearts who, in ready reply to Our call, will 
put into action Our earnest desire! There are ardent souls who anx- 
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iously await this call. It is for these, so keen to be at work, that We 
need only point to the fields to be tilled. Others are fast asleep; they 
must be awakened! Others are fearful; they must be encouraged! 
Others are confused; they must be guided. All are called to a task 
suited to their capacity, to an appropriate service, to a measure of work 
matching the urgent need of defense, of victory, of positive construc- 
tive work... We sincerely hope that this mighty awakening, to which 
We exhort you, fostered without delay, and doggedly continued after 
the pattern We have traced. .. may be at once initiated in all dioceses, 
near and far, so We shall see not only cities, but nations, continents, 
nay, the entire human race, return to God! 

“All hands, then, to the plough! May God, who so much wills it, 
move you! May so noble an undertaking draw you! May the urgent 
need be a spur to you! May a wholesome and reasonable fear of the 
terrible future that would follow culpable indolence vanquish any shrink- 
ing from the task, and strengthen every heart!” 

Thus does our Holy Father urge each and every Catholic to action, 
that the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of grace, may seize upon men’s 
souls and may transform the world. There is a practical work, an apos- 
tolate of some kind which is open to every one according to his state, 
his natural aptitudes, and his circumstances. Our Holy Father men- 
tions elsewhere the “apostolate at the service of Christian marriage, of 
the family, of childhood, of education, and of the school; the apostolate 
on behalf of young men and women; the apostolate of charity and as- 
sistance under various and countless aspects; the apostolate for the prac- 
tical betterment of social disorder and of poverty; the apostolate for 
foreign missions; or for emigrants and immigrants; the apostolate in 
the intellectual and cultural field; the apostolate of games and sports, 
and last, but not least, the apostolate of public opinion.” 

“Search your consciences, and ask yourselves,” He says, “how 
faithfully and in what practical, concrete and effective way you have 
shown during the past year that strength of soul, that promptness in 
action, that generous and loyal obedience to the precepts and doctrine 
of Christian life which befit your station.” 

This threefold duty binds everyone, always, the Holy Father points 
out, yet it admits of degrees. All need strength of soul to bear bravely 
and overcome triumphantly the difficulties of life, and do their duty de- 
votedly and steadfastly. Everyone, in a real, personal, and solid broth- 
erhood, ought to be ready to work and sacrifice himself and dedicate 
himself to the good of the community. The difference in this prompt- 
ness in action lies not in the obligation, but in the manner of fulfilling 
it; those who have more time at their disposal, and more abundant 
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means, ought to be more diligent and anxious to serve. “In speaking 
of means,” the Holy Father explains, “We refer not only, nor in the 
first place, to riches, but to all the gifts of intellect, culture, education, 
knowledge and influence; gifts which are not bestowed haphazardly up- 
on certain privileged ones for their advantage, but for the good of the 
whole community. In all that makes for the service of neighbor, in 
serving the Church, and in serving God, You ought always to be first!” 


Finally, regarding the third point of examination, “Generous faith- 
fulness to Christian belief and practice,” He says: “These are the same 
for all, since there are not two truths, nor two laws. Rich and poor, 
great and small, high and lowly, are equally bound to submit their un- 
derstanding, through faith, to the same teaching, and their will, through 
obedience, to the same moral law. Yet the just judgment of God will 
be far more severe upon those who have received more, and are in a 
better position to know the one true teaching and to put it into practice 
in daily life. For these, by their example and influence, are better able 
to guide others into the ways of justice and salvation, or contrariwise, 
to help them lose themselves in the evil paths of unbelief and sin.” 

All the faithful, without exception, are members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ, and have, first of all, the obligation of self-sanctification. 
Then, the law of nature, and still more the law of Christ, impose upon 
all the obligation of giving the good example of a truly Christian life, 
to be to all men the “good odor of Christ.” Faith, without deeds, St. 
James reminded the early Christians, is worth nothing. “Faith, if it 
has not deeds, is dead!” Hence, the faith of a true Christian is fruit- 
ful, it brings forth deeds, and these deeds, these works, both in the 
spiritual order and the material, perfect faith. God expects a return 
from the gift of faith which He has freely given. He looks for fruit, 
for interest on His investment. Moreover, Christ in one of His dis- 
courses gave the frightful warning to all that the unprofitable servant 
will be condemned. Hence, it behooves all to listen to the call of the 
Holy Father and bestir themselves to real Catholic action. 

There is no Catholic who cannot be the source of much good to the 
Church and to souls by becoming in the hand of God an instrument 
to bring many into the true fold of Christ, and to break down the bigot- 
ry and narrow-mindedness of others. During the war the good Cath- 
olic young man was admired by his non-Catholic buddy, and in many 
instances was the cause of the non-Catholic seeking instruction in the 
true Faith. The same can be true of every good Catholic among the 
laity. It is believed that the harvest is ripe for a great wave of con- 
versions to Catholicism, but the laborers are few, since the work of 
conversion is generally left to the clergy who are all too few in number. 
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But it should not be so. The laity must do their part, must participate 
with the clergy in winning souls to Christ. You (the Catholic laity) 
are the Chosen People; you are appointed by Christ, and by His Vicar. 
the Pope, to go forth into the whole world and bring forth fruit, fruit 
that will remain and seed and multiply upon the earth. 





Che Christian Home, the School of Christ 


—POnO<d— 

HE home has always been, and always will be, the first 

and finest school in which God-fearing parents can teach 
life’s most needed and most lasting lessons. The paren- 
tal right and duty to teach by word and example is 
serious and inalienable. It is especially by consecrating 
their own hearts, their homes and their children to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus that parents can bring back the true Christian 
spirit to the home. Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is first and 
foremost a fervent devotion to Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, 
which is manifested by the frequent and daily assistance at Holy Mass 
and reception of Holy Communion. It is a devotion which endeavors 
to repair the outrages offered to the love of God by the sins of those 
who ridicule the Divinity of Jesus and reject His Kingship. 





Every class of society has been called upon by His Holiness of 
blessed memory, Pius XI, to consecrate its members to the Sacred Heart 
and engage in the expiation of the sins and negligences of mankind. 
Yet to Christian parents there is a double challenge, an obligation of 
justice and of love, which should move them to undertake to make 
reparation for the countless domestic infidelities which are prevalent 
in the pagan society of our times. Treating of this subject more than 
a decade ago in a public address on “Christ Glorified in the Sacrifice 
of Parenthood,” the Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, Bishop of Kansas City, 


Missouri, expressed the following forceful considerations: 


“The vast army of Christian saints who were parents, led by their 
patron, St. Jane Frances de Chantal, by St. Helena, mother of Constan- 
tine, or by St. Monica, mother of St. Augustine, or by St. Thomas More, 
whose education of his own daughters opened a new chapter in the 
education of women — all of these understood the sacrifices that are 
inherent in the fulfilment of the obligations of parenthood. The first 
obligation of husband and wife which entails sacrifice of self is that 
of mutual fidelity. Sigrid Undset, in one of her essays, raises the 
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question of whether a man and a woman can be faithful to each other 
for a lifetime, and she solved the question for the Christian by point- 
ing out that in Christian marriage there is the greater loyalty to Christ 
which makes possible and very easy what might be difficult to the 
worldling. 

“The second quality required of Christian parents is the disposi- 
tion to secure in every way the well-being of the children whom God 
gives them. Parents co-operate with God in peopling the world with 
human beings and heaven with saints. The essential dignity of parents 
is not so much in bringing children into the world, as in training their 
children as citizens of the Kingdom of God, and as members of the 
Mystical Body of Christ. It is an understanding of this fact that will 
save young husbands and wives from yielding to the sterile counsels 
of selfishness and to the wicked precepts of paganism. 


Unselfish Labor and Sacrifice Demanded of Both Parents 
“The Christian home is the school of Christ. The discipline of 


that school involves, above all, unselfish labor and sacrifices on the 
part of both father and mother. Who in these days can doubt the sac- 
rifice demanded of Christian fathers who, in the spirit of St. Joseph, 
strive to secure the temporal and spiritual well-being of their children? 
What labor, what devoted care fill the days and make anxious the 
nights of fathers of families! Theirs are the burden of financial sup- 
port, the care of children’s health, responsibility for their education 
and their associates, the hopes and fears for their future. Are not 
truly Christian fathers able to meet the reproach of Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane with the reply: ‘Dear Master, we have watched with 
You through the day and the hours of the livelong night because we see 
Your image in our children.’ Who can doubt that our Eucharistic 
King is glorified in the sacrifice of Christian fathers? 

“And what of the Christian mothers who by Divine ordinance 
expiate in child-bearing the disobedience of the first mother of the 
race? What of the mother who in maternal solicitude brings her babe 
to the baptismal font and teaches its lips to lisp the sacred name of 
the Savior, who brings her child to the Sacred Table by her side? 
Is not our Eucharistic King glorified in the sacrifice of such a mother? 


“But what are the offenses which demand reparation? There is no 
need that I should draw a dark picture of unfaithful husbands and 
wives — disloyal to each other and to Christ — selfishly denying their 
promise of mutual love. We need not speak of Catholics who so despise 
the Sacrament of Marriage that they dare to enter upon a union before 
the civil magistrate, as if marriage had never been raised to the dignity 
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of a sacrament. We certainly need not speak in this assembly of those 
Catholics who so trample under foot the graces of marriage as to coun- 
tenance infidelity even to the extent of attempting a remarriage in the 
lifetime of their partners, to whom they vowed in Christ fidelity until 
death should part them. We blush to mention those who use the mar- 
riage rights while avoiding its consequent responsibilities, and we are 
ashamed to own that so-called Catholic parents would sell their chil- 
dren’s birthright of faith for a worldly mess of pottage — social position, 
political office or material gain. How the Sacred Heart, who gave par- 
ents for their encouragement the example of the Holy Family at Naza- 
reth, must grieve at such apostasy! O Christian fathers and mothers 
who love the Sacred Heart, will you not by your own mutual fidelity 
expiate the sins of these unfaithful parents? Will you not by your dis- 
cipline repair the insults of ingrates who crucify again to themselves 
the Son of God and make Him a mockery? (Heb. 6:6.) 
Ways of Making Reparation 

“You will be faithful to your family prayers — to the daily recita- 
tion of the Rosary surrounded by your children, especially during the 
season of Lent and the months of May and October. You will teach 
your little ones to assist at Mass and prepare them with loving care for 
the reception of the sacraments. 

“The First Friday it will be your joy to be at the Altar Table sur- 
rounded by your children as by a crown of glory; your homes will be 
consecrated to the Sacred Heart and the pictured presence of the sacred 
and wounded Heart will speak to your children with silent but compel- 
ling grace. 

“You will repair the shameful infidelity of worldlings by bearing 
patiently with each other’s faults in mutual love. You will expiate the 
selfishness of pagan homes by bearing and rearing children, forgetting 
the pain in the joy that a new member has been born to Christ. You 
will repair the insults of time-serving and socially-ambitious Catholics 
by bearing without murmur the privations which must be preferred to 
childlessness. You will expiate for the sins of careless Catholic hus- 
bands and wives by making the necessary sacrifices for the Christian 
education of your children. Thus, by constant prafer, by voluntary 
penance and by patient bearing of the trials of married life, you will 
‘fill up what is lacking of the sufferings of Christ in His Body, which is 
the Church’ — you will associate yourselves with St. Joseph and with 
Mary, the Mother of reparation. This is the manner in which Catholic 
parents, by virtue of their membership in the Mystical Body of Christ, 
may by their sacrifices glorify our Eucharistic King, to whom be all 


1”? 


honor and glory! 
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The privilege of Catholic parents of consecrating themselves, their 
children, and their homes, to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a sure way 
of advancing in spiritual perfection. It is a powerful means of offering 
reparation to the Sacred Heart, so often outraged in the contemporary 
world, infected, as it is, with the spirit of secularism, that destroyer of 
the sanctities of Christian homes, that degrader of the dignity of human 
personality in parents and children alike. 


Enthrone the Sacred Heart in Your Home 


The home without Christ is not merely emp- 
ty; it is doomed to follow pagan practices de- 
ki. structive of fundamental freedom and morality. 
Hence, those Christian parents who heretofore 
have not had the Enthronement are urged to fa- 
miliarize themselves with the meaning and pur- 
pose of the Solemn Enthronement of the Sacred 
Heart in their homes,* and to adopt this most ben- 
eficial practice. And those homes which have been 
consecrated should not fail frequently to renew the Act of Consecration 
and to continue faithful to the practice of gathering the family around 
the statue or picture of the Sacred Heart at stated times to perform 
public family devotions, particularly the Rosary, which during this 
Marian Year must have an added attraction as an act of loving homage 
to the Queen of the home. 


The daily family reading of the New Testament and of wholesome 
publications suited to the Catholic home is also in the spirit of the En- 
thronement. The Holy Hour of Reparation, individually, or as a fam- 
ily group, monthly or weekly, is an accepted form of offering reparation 
to the Sacred Heart for the sins and negligences of both Catholic and 
pagan homes. Living in the spirit of the Liturgy by daily participation 
in the Holy Sacrifice and Communion Banquet, when possible, cannot 
be too much stressed. The morning offering to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary must not be neglected, so that 
heavenly blessings may rest upon all the thoughts, words and works of 
each day. These are the unfailing means of sanctifying the home and 
the individual members of it. These are the means to bring back to 
mankind the spirit of peace and love. 








*Our booklet, “The Enthronement and Night Adoration in the 
Home,”’ 15¢, gives a complete explanation of these devotions and the 
form of Consecration. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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ee to Mary, 
a ) Pledge of Dialiction 
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’ E encounter many vexing problems in our daily life; 
but perhaps none is so calculated to fill us with 
anxiety as the question: “What of my eternal salva- 
tion? Shall I one day be happy in heaven, or will 
I be numbered among that unhappy throng, doomed 
to eternal banishment from the vision of God?” If 
only someone could give us a positive assurance that 
our name will be written in the book of life, how 
relieved we would be, and how grateful to God! 





But courage! There really is such an unfailing assurance within 
easy reach of all of us. Each one of us can sign himself with the dis- 
tinctive mark of those whose salvation is assured: the mark of true de- 
votion to Mary, the Mother of God. Whoever can say truly that he 
loves and honors Mary with sincere devotion possesses a sure pledge 
of heaven; such a one may look forward with hope and confidence to 
death and the judgment to follow. 

At first glance, this statement may seem too good to be true. Yet 
it is not just a pious phantasy, but the teaching of many saints and 
theologians. St. Anselm, for example, says that just as one who has no 
devotion to Mary and is not protected by her cannot be saved, so it 
would be impossible for anyone not to be saved who venerates the Moth- 
er of God with childlike devotion and thus gains her favor. St. An- 
toninus makes a similar statement. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori, in his book “The Glories of Mary,” quotes 
the sayings of various saints on this subject, and adds that one may say 
of a faithful servant of Mary what St. Paul says of the faithful servant 
of God: “He bears this seal: “The Lord knows who are His’ (2 Tim.19). 
That is to say, God recognizes as His own everyone who bears the seal 
of devotion to Mary, and such a one can regard this as a sure sign of 
attaining eternal salvation.” 

This confident hope of the saints rests upon two firm pillars: the 
power of Mary, and her goodness. On the one hand, it is certain that 
Mary can save us, if she wishes; for, in virtue of the decrees of Divine 
Providence, all graces come to us through her hands. She is the treas- 
urer, the dispenser of grace. God has willed it so, becatise Mary co-op- 
erated with her Divine Son in the redemption of mankind. 
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On the other hand, we can rely with equal confidence upon Mary’s 
goodness, for it is certain that she intercedes at the throne of God in 
a special way for those who are truly devoted to her and constantly and 
confidently implore her aid. Holy Mother Church places on her lips 
the words of Holy Wisdom: “I love those who love me; and they who 
in the morning early watch for me shall find me. With me are riches 
and glory, glorious riches and justice... that I may enrich them that 
love me, and may fill their treasures” (Proverbs 8:17-18, 21). 


Moreover, Mary is our MoTHER, solemnly given to us as such by 
her Divine Son when He hung dying on the Cross; for St. John at that 
moment represented the whole world, and in his person Mary accepted 
and embraced all the redeemed as her children. And with her office of 
motherhood, God gave her also a tender maternal love and solicitude 
for her children. 

Now, what could be dearer to a mother’s heart than the safety and 
welfare of her children? Holy Scripture tells us how the mother of 
the young Tobias, filled with anxiety because of his long delay in re- 
turning home, “daily running out, looked round about, and went into 
all the ways by which there seemed any hope he might return, that she 
might if possible see him coming afar off” (Tob. 10:7). Could Mary 
be less solicitous for the welfare and safety of her children than this 
mother or any other mother, however devoted? No mother ever 
watched with greater solicitude at the cradle of her child than Mary 
watches over each of her spiritual children. Hence the wonderful pro- 
tection of heaven which visibly rests upon the children of Mary. 


Like a guiding star, lighting their way over hill and dale, as the 
star guided the Magi, bringing them at last to Jesus, so the watchful 
eye of this tenderest of Mothers ever rests upon her children. This star 
never pales nor disappears behind the clouds; the darker the night, the 
brighter it glows. 

Certainly, children of Mary must undergo temptations and trials 
like all other children of Eve, but Mary keeps them from falling into the 
snares of the devil; and if they ever should have the misfortune of fall- 
ing, she helps them rise quickly. They are not spared crosses and suf- 
ferings, but they do not despair; the thought of Mary is like soothing 
balm to their wounds. Neither do they escape the greatest of all afflic- 
tions — that of death; but their death is illumined, so to say, by a fore- 
glow of their approaching blessedness. 

What a great consolation it is, then, if with a good conscience we 
can say that we truly love Mary, and so have a full right to the name of 
child of Mary! “Give thanks to God,” says St. Alphonsus, “if He has 


endowed you with love and confidence toward the Queen of heaven, and 














say with St. John Damascene: ‘O Mother of my God, if I place my trust 
in you I shall surely be saved; if I am under your protection I have 
nothing to fear, for devotion to you is an assured sign of salvation!’ ” 

Hold fast, then, to your devotion to Mary as to a treasure which 
no power on earth or in hell can wrest from you. If your love for Mary 
has unhappily grown cold, rest not until the spark has again been fanned 
into a glowing flame — until devotion to the Mother God has again 
struck deep roots in your heart. For, as St. Bonaventure says, “No one 
can enter heaven except through the portal, Mary.” 

To renew and increase devotion to Mary in the hearts of her chil- 
dren, our Holy Father has dedicated this entire year to Mary under the 


ce 
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title of her Immaculate Conception. Well he knows the dire need we 
have of this most sweet Mother in these critical times. The beauty and 
loveliness of Mary in her spotless purity will surely ravish all hearts and 
hold them captive. This mystery sheds a wonderful light upon the sub- 
lime relations of Mary to God and to mankind. To help our readers to 
a fuller understanding and appreciation of the Immaculate Conception, 
we shall present a series of articles considering the Mystery in a three- 
fold light: 1, As an unspeakable honor for Mary; 2, as a source of grace 
and consolation for us; and 3, as a firm ground of hope for the Church. 

As true devotion to Mary consists in the surrender of our hearts 
to her and the imitation of her virtues, we shall add to each a little 
practice of virtue, to prepare a twelve-starred crown for her pure brow. 

As our Holy Father said in his encyclical proclaiming the Marian 
Year: “This centenary celebration should not only serve to revive Cath- 
olic Faith and earnest devotion to the Mother of God in the souls of 
all, but Christians should also, in as far as possible, conform their lives 
to the image of the same Virgin. Just as all mothers are deeply affected 
when they perceive that the countenance of their children reflects a 
peculiar likeness to their own, so also our Most Sweet Mother wishes 
for nothing more, never rejoices more than when she sees those whom, 
under the Cross of her Son, she has adopted as children in His stead, 
portray the lineaments and ornaments of her own soul in thought, word 
and deed.” 

We know that each one will wish to add other works of piety of 
his own choice, according to circumstances and means; and we would 
recommend that all try, as much as possible, to assist at Holy Mass and 
receive Holy Communion frequently, if not daily, in her honor, and to 
visit her churches, her shrines and altars to offer prayers to her for the 
peace and salvation of the world. 


Practice of Virtue for the First Star in Mary’s Crown 


St. John, in the. Apocalypse, describes the following apparition, 
which the Church applies to the Blessed Virgin: “A great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her 
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars” (ch. 12:1). By imi- 
tating her principal virtues, we can prepare for her a crown of twelve 
gleaming stars. 

Our first star will be the imitation of her piety, by being very at- 
tentive at our prayers and devotions. Let us ask her help by frequently 
crying to her: “Singular Vessel of devotion, pray for us!” This ejacu- 
lation will also be our “spiritual vitamin” for the month of February. 














“Upon this rock I will build 
My Church, 
inierem and the gates of hell 


rel shall not prevail against it’”’ 
aA oe iF (Matt. xvi. 18). 








Do YOU “See” by the Papers? 


E have all met the type of Catholic who is not well in- 

formed about his religion; and there is no more pitiful 

type! When a non-Catholic asks him a question having 

to do however vaguely with the Faith, he backs away 

hastily, not sure enough of his ground to attempt an 
answer. When the subject of religion enters the conversation, he 
begins to feel uncomfortable, wishing he were somewhere else. Asked 
what is the Catholic viewpoint on some current issue, he can only 
mumble uncertainly, not even aware that there is such a thing as a 
Catholic position on these events. And unfortunately, all too often, 
he is the type by which the Church is judged by those outside It. 

If you go to his home, you will probably find secular newspapers 
and magazines scattered throughout the house, yet search in vain for 
even one Catholic newspaper or periodical. (Surveys tell us that this 
is the ratio in even good Catholic homes — 5 to 1 in favor of secular 
publications!) This type of Catholic has simply not been educated to 
read the Catholic Press and has grown up without any appreciation of 
the value of the Catholic Press. Yet, educators tell us that reading 
habits are irrevocably formed in us by the time we reach our sixteenth 
year. And so, though this kind of Catholic may be able to quote you 
the scores achieved by his favorite football or baseball team as listed 
in the daily paper for the past year, and though his wife may have a 
file of recipes cut from the same paper, neither is aware of the Church’s 
stand on any of the pressing problems of the day, problems which 
vitally affect their own daily living. And, saddest of all, their children 
are growing up with the same indifferent attitude; their young minds 
poisoned by the slick materialism, the live-for-the-moment philosphy of 
the popular magazines, which are the only kind they ever see in their 
home. Later, their pastors and teachers will labor fruitlessly to correct 
these harmful impressions, so faithfully recorded on immature, eager 
minds, for bad impressions are like inkspots on white paper. You can 
erase the ink, but the scratch remains. 

If you ask this type of Catholic why he does not read the Catholic 
Press, he will probably come up with the. stock answer that he can’t 
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afford it, or that Catholic newspapers and magazines are “too dull and 
preachy.” But these excuses ceased long ago to be valid! The cost of 
Catholic publications is only a fraction of what he is now spending on 
the secular matter that clutters his home. For a few cents daily, a 
Catholic paper would come to his house, giving him the correct view on 
daily issues which intimately concern his Church and himself, or twelve 
worthwhile issues of sound, entertaining reading would come to him 
during the year. And the Catholic Press of today is not dull! Some 
of the finest minds in the world contribute to the Catholic publications, 
and their articles and stories are vivid, satisfying, appealing. 


The Function of the Catholic Press 


The Catholic Press gives the Catholic the why of what is going on 
in the world, not only the what, which can be found in any paper. It 
helps him to take a broad, balanced, realistic view of events as they oc- 
cur, and exposes the airily unrealistic attitude of much secular reporting, 
which so often writes of an incident as if it stood alone, with no relation 
to other events and with no influence for good or ill on the community. 


A passage from the inaugural address of President Eisenhower un- 
derscores and emphasizes this point. He said: “In the swift rush of 
great events we find ourselves groping to know the full sense and mean- 
ing of the times in which we live. In our quest for understanding we 
beseech God’s guidance. We summon all our knowledge of the past 
and we scan the future. We bring all our wit and will to meet the ques- 
tion: How far have we come in man’s long pilgrimage from darkness 
to light — the day of freedom and peace for all mankind? Or are the 
shadows of another night closing in upon us?” It is precisely in this, 
“this effort to understand the deeper meaning of events, to grope toward 
a just and peaceful settlement of present difficulties,” that the Catholic 
journalist has the greatest advantage over the secular, for, as has been 
said by an authority on the subject: “The Catholic journalist’s opinions, 
judgments and views have their root not only in experience but in rea- 
son and revelation. His is the intellectual, moral and religious inheri- 
tance of the ages. He does not need to begin his thinking on any cur- 
rent problem as if no one had ever examined the question before him 
or offered a solution. He is able to judge in the light of human and , 
Divine wisdom, come to him through generations of thinkers. If he 
can make his own new contribution, he is happy; but always he has the 
basis of a complete and ordered system of philosophical and theological 
truth from which to work.” 

A concrete example of this fact has been the silence, until a few 
years ago, of the secular press in the face of Communist aggression. A 
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continuous propaganda war, in which the Communists’ chief weapon 
was the lie and the utter distortion of the facts of history, was carried on 
very successfully for years. And the secular press was silent! Single- 
handed, the Catholic Press waged a battle of truth against Communism. 
A lone voice, it cried out against the mass slaughter of innocent smaller 
nations, against the imprisonment and torture of those whose only crime 
was their belief in God and their lives dedicated to His service. Here, 
Catholic journalists were using, in the words of the President, “their 
knowledge of the past,” using also their “wit and will” to warn the 
people of the dangers of the future, dangers which have been sadly real- 
ized at last, even by the secular press. 


For years now we have been hearing much about Catholic Action. 
Popes and lay leaders have stressed its vital necessity. But action de- 
pends upon thought, and Catholic action upon Catholic thought. Where 
can Catholic thought, a Catholic viewpoint, be better obtained than from 
the Catholic Press? The Catholic Press is an extension of your educa- 
tion. What would you think of a lawyer who, after graduating from 
law school, threw away his books, claiming he knew enough now to 
guide his clients through the intricacies of the law? Would you have 
much faith in a doctor who never studied new and improved techniques 
or read about modern medical discoveries, after he left medical school? 
Does a cook throw away all her cook-books and ignore new recipes, 
after she has learned the fundamentals of cooking? Then why should a 
Catholic, after he has left school, think that a fifteen-minute sermon on 
Sunday will be enough to guide him safely to God in a world so beset 
with moral and intellectual temptations? Reading only the secular press 
how can he hope to have a strong, active Faith? True, these papers 
occasionally report outstanding Catholic news stories, but seldom accu- 
rately or completely. Hence, the ignorance and confusion of many Cath- 
olics concerning a Catholic news item is usually due to the fact that they 
read it only in the secular press. Moreover, the amount of Catholic 
reporting in any secular paper is negligible in comparison with the 
sensationalism and materialism which dominate the rest of its pages. 
It is the same with secular magazines, which habitually stress values 
which are strictly temporal and material, if not in outright opposition 
to Catholic principles. In addition, the continuous impact on his mind 
and emotions of the stories and personalities that fill the secular month- 
lies is not likely to help deepen a Catholic’s Faith! 


While it is true that a well-informed Catholic will read the secular 
press in order to know what is going on in the world, he will not depend 
upon it exclusively for the shaping of his opinions. For a balanced 
view, he will turn to the Catholic Press. Nor will he sit complacently 
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back after subscribing to one Catholic newspaper or magazine; he will 
want a variety, at least of magazines, just as a man sitting down to a 
meal is not satisfied with only one dish, but demands several in order 
to supply his body with all the needed vitamins. The field of Catholic 
thought and activity is so vast that there is little duplication among 
Catholic publications (except in the matter of news items) ; hence the 
need of several, so as to obtain a wider, deeper, richer and more intense 
appreciation of the blessings of our Faith. 


The Catholic Press Fills Every Need 


There are Catholic publications for every age-level, taste and in- 
terest, all based on the desire to help the Catholic live a fuller, more 
supernatural and better Catholic life. To do this, they interpret for 
him natural happenings in the strong, clear light of our Faith. Among 
them you will find shrewd and penetrating political analyses; on the 
scene reporting of events as they transpire in critical war-zones, for 
the Catholic Press has its own major news syndicate which gathers 
news from all over the world; thoughtful editorials which give you 
the Catholic viewpoint on current issues of importance; humorous, 
heart-warming human interest stories; fiction that will delight and 
entertain you; book reviews which will keep you informed on what 
is best in new publications; movie reviews which will enable you to 
choose the best and most worthwhile of the current films and avoid 
the vulgar and offensive ones, so gaudily advertised in the secular 
papers, and which will help you pick screen-fare for your children that 
will keep their young minds and hearts clean and innocent. Did you 
know that there are even Catholic comic-books, designed to offset the 
harmful effects of so much of the trash sold on the newsstands, and 
which try to be character-builders, rather than destroyers? 


Of the Catholic Press, Pope Leo XIII said: “It is a continual mis- 
sion in the home.” Blessed Pius X called it one of our most effective 
“Offensive and defensive weapons.” Pius XI said this: “It is my 
voice.” And our own beloved Pius XII said: “Truth needs a voice, and 
the most potent voice reaching the general public is the Press.” We 
know that long ago, God sent angels to earth as messengers of good 
will; the four Evangelists are so called, because they too brought glad 
tidings to men. Then can we not truly say in the words of the Most Rev. 
Archbishop Cushing: “The weekly and monthly issues of Catholic 
publications, although not divinely inspiried, may be called the Scrip- 
tures of our times, and everyone will know what I mean when I call 
the Catholic Press the FirtH Gospet, the Gospel which records the ac- 
tivity from day to day of Christ and His Holy Spirit in the world.” 





| 








310 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


“The Key to the Tabernacle” 
vt ee+sw 


HAT is what we like to call our own share in the Catholic 

. Press — TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY — long a rec- 

ognized leader in the field of devotional magazines, devoted 

especially to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of the 
Poor Souls. 

This May, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” will celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of its publication. We hope that these fifty years have been, 
indeed, “golden” years — years during which many thousands of souls 
have been drawn to a closer union with Christ in the Sacrament of His 
Love. We dare to hope, too, that many souls suffering in purgatory 
have been relieved through the prayers and sacrifices offered for them 
by our readers, who find monthly reminders and encouragements to do 
this in the pages of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 

It is also our hope that each of its succeeding years may be in- 
creasingly profitable to souls and in order that this may be so, we are 
asking our readers in this, its Golden Jubilee year, to do all in their 
power to bring “Tabernacle and Purgatory” to the attention of others. 
This can be done in many simple ways: passing your copy on to a 
friend when finished with it, leaving it in the pamphlet rack of your 
church, giving subscriptions to it as gifts for birthdays, feasts, anni- 
versaries and other special occasions, as well as for prizes at church 
affairs: bazaars, card parties, etc. The subscription price to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” is now $2.00 a year ($3.00 for 2 years) ; Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.25 a year (or $3.50 for 2 years). 


Quantity Rates on Our Publications 


In accordance with price changes effective January 1, 1954, we are 
also advancing the rates for quantity lots of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” as follows: 


Less than 10 per month ...............-.-.----.... 15¢ a copy 
10 or more copies per month .................... 12¢ a copy 
50 or more copies per month .................... 10¢ a copy 
100 or more copies per month .................... 8¢ a copy 


Our selection of BENEDICTINE BOOKLETS also offers much 
spiritual enlightenment, inspiration and consolation. They make an 
attractive, low-priced and informative addition to your home library. 
Individual copies 15¢. Complete set of over 70 titles, $9.00. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Crowning Act of Our Diamond Jubilee 
Year of Perpetual Adoration 
A Fifth Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration 


“~~. 


HE Diamond Jubilee year of unceasing adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament at the Motherhouse of our Congrega- 
tion in Clyde, Missouri will terminate on March 28th of 
this year. Before that time, please God, we shall see the 
fulfilment of our long-cherished desire of opening a fifth 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. During the past year 
we have often intimated that such plans were being con- 

sidered. Now, through the generosity and goodness of the Most Rev- 

erend Charles F. Buddy, Bishop of San Diego, California, this fifth 

Sanctuary is being opened in his see city. A house which formerly 

served as the first diocesan seminary has been provided to serve as a 

temporary chapel and convent until such time as a permanent site can 

be acquired and permanent building erected. 

By the time this issue reaches our readers, the pioneer members 
who are to form the new community will have taken up their residence 
in San Diego and will have begun preparations for the opening of the 
temporary chapel, which is planned for sometime in March. 





For twelve years or more, His Excellency, the Bishop of San Diego, 
has prayed and pleaded for the opening of a sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration in his diocese by our Congregation. Being most ardently 
devoted to the Blessed Sacrament, his one great wish has been to see 
the establishment of unceasing adoration in his episcopal see, to draw 
down God’s blessings upon the diocese — upon the laity, the clergy, 
and the shepherd himself — and upon all the active works undertaken 
for the glory of God and the good of the people; likewise to draw the 
people to the Blessed Sacrament, the Source and Fountain of the Divine 
life of grace. But despite our most earnest desire to comply with his 
wishes (which were ours too), insurmountable obstacles have blocked 
the way. Now, however, through his own most generous co-operation 
—a visible manifestation of Divine Providence, and a gratifying in- 
crease of vocations during the past few years, the hour has struck for 
the accomplishment of this cherished design. 

Needless to say, there are still some problems to be solved — chiefly 
that of the debt still encumbering our fourth foundation, the Sanctuary 
of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, and the need of more members. In 
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both of these we hope to receive substantial assistance from our ever- 
kind and faithful readers and benefactors, who through all the years 
have been our generous auxiliaries and supporters in all our Eucharis- 
tic works. Without such assistance it would have been impossible for 
our Congregation to expand as it has, and te accomplish the extensive 
Eucharistic apostolate made possible by the opening of new sanctuaries 
of Perpetual Adoration. With your further and continued help as the 
years pass, we hope it will be possible to accept the invitations we have 
received from thirteen prelates in our own country and seven in foreign 
countries for Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration. 

Only God knows how many personal sacrifices and privations on 
the part of our devoted friends and lovers of the Blessed Sacrament 
have helped to raise the walls of these sacred edifices wherein Jesus is 


O Sacrament 
Most Hely, 
O Sacrament 
Divine, 
All Praise 
and all 
Thanksgiving 
Be every 


moment 


Thine! 





perpetually enthroned on the altar and adored without interruption day 
and night, week after week and year after year. Only God knows, too, 
what glorious rewards are reserved for those who have assisted in this 
way to extend His Eucharistic Kingdom and to save and sanctify souls. 

As for providing more members, we ask our kind readers to pray 
fervently that God will send us many zealous and generous souls to 
swell our ranks and to help us continue and enlarge upon our Eucharis- 
tic works. At the same time we appeal to young girls who read these 
lines to consider carefully and prayerfully whether perhaps God is call- 
ing you to this sublime vocation, and is counting upon your co-opera- 
tion for this work so dear to His Divine Heart. Perhaps to you will 
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apply the message contained in the little notice appended to this article. 


Our present Holy Father is most desirous that more sanctuaries of 
Perpetual Adoration be established in the world. Not only did he com- 
mend this form of worship of the Blessed Sacrament in his Encyclical 
“Mediator Dei,” as a living manifestation of faith in Christ and a _pro- 
fession of gratitude to Him for spiritual and temporal favors, but he 
personally exhorted our own Superiors during a private audience to 
continue to expand the work of Perpetual Adoration. The will of the 
Pope is God’s will, so with the Crusaders of old let us take up the chal- 
lenge with the cry: Gop Wits It! 


I? Fhou Didst Rnow the Gift of God... 


HE sorrowful lament of Christ down the ages is that so many 
souls know not the Gift of God — the special Gift we call a re- 
ligious VOCATION. Captivated by lesser gifts, souls whom God is call- 
ing to His service are often willing to barter the priceless treasure of a 
religious vocation for the pleasures of the world which soon perish. 


“If thou didst know the Gift of God,’’ He pleads with each soul 
thirsting for happiness, ‘‘thou wouldst perhaps have asked for so great 
a grace... Come, ask, desire, draw near! [ alone can slake your 
thirst, which is infinite. I will refresh you. I will be your ALL. Come!”’ 


So Christ challenges each wavering soul, undecided whether to 
follow a religious vocation or lead a life in the world. Are you one of 
these? The life of a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration offers 
you the deep, interior joy of serving God most intimately and of assist- 
ing in a wonderful way in His great work of saving souls. If you are 
interested and would like further information, write to: 


Reverend Mother Mary Carmelita, O.S.B., Prioress General, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Che Law of Love 


No kindly thought is wasted, no good deed is ever lost. 

The selfless act brings its reward, no matter what the cost. 
The smile you gave that lonely soul, it might have seemed in vain. 
But on some dark and cheerless day, you'll get it back again. 
The gifts we give to others from the heart's sincerity, 
Return to us, for this is God's Divine Economy. 

The sacrifice, the earnest prayer, the word, the thought, the deed, 
The deep desire that yearns to help and meet another's need, 
All will return in higher form, rich blessings from above. 
This is the working of the law, the perfect Law of Love. 


‘ 











Mary, the Consoler of the Poor Souls 


HE Apostle St. Paul often speaks of the Mystical Body of Christ. 

Christ is the Head, we the members of the Body. To this Mystical 

Body belong not only the faithful here on earth, the living bap- 

tized members, but also the blessed in heaven and the poor souls 

in the place of purgation. The Militant Church on earth, the Suffering 

Church in purgatory, the Triumphant Church in heaven are not sepa- 

rated or cut off from each other. Rather, there exists between them 

a living spiritual union which we call the “Communion of Saints.” 

All belong to this great union. In virtue of this communion, the saints 

of heaven know of the sufferings of the souls in purgatory. They have 

a great love for the poor souls, whom they are soon to greet as com- 
panions of eternal joys in heaven, and they pray for them. 


Among all the saints, the Queen of Saints surpasses all in glory as 
well as in love. Exceedingly great is her love for the souls who have 
died in the state of grace and who have but to expiate the punishment 
still due to sin. In her love she has also a heart of mercy for these 
souls. It is a veritable necessity for her, so say theologians, to help 
the holy souls. Therefore, how great will be her joy if during this 
Marian Year each one strives to gain the many indulgences which our 
Holy Father has made possible under such easy conditions, and offers 
them to this Most Sweet Mother for the souls she wishes to help. 

When Mary petitions for the poor souls she can obtain much, 
and surely during this year so specially honoring her, Jesus, her Divine 
Son, will not let her children on earth out-do Him in love and honor; 
hence, He will allow her even greater power than usual to assist, and 
give alleviation, consolation, and deliverance to the holy souls. Thus, 
this will be a “Marian Year” for the holy souls, too, for devotions in 
honor of our Most Sweet Mother are always among the most efficacious 
means of helping them. 


O Mary, Mother of God and Mother of Mercy, pray for us and for 
all who have died in the embrace of the Lord. 


Ind. of 300 days each time. Manual of Indulgences, #294. 
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To Ransom the Captive 
—bon04— 


O convert a sinner is a greater miracle than to re- 
store a dead man to life,” declared a holy pontiff at 
one time. It is indeed a mighty task, but not an im- 
possible one, for “with prayer all things are pos- 
sible.” Everyone can help to make a saint out of a 
sinner through prayer. Thus, time and again, our 
Holy Father’s special prayer intention for a certain 
month has been for “prisoners,” because none re- 
alize better than the Father of Christendom, who is 
the shepherd of the whole flock, the black sheep as 
well as the unspotted lambs, the real necessity of 
praying for those who are in prison paying their 
debt to society. Like the Good Shepherd of the parable, who went in 
search of the strayed member of his flock, we of the Faith must not 
neglect our duty of “ransoming the captives.” By praying for them, by 
taking an intelligent interest in their welfare, both spiritual and ma- 
terial, by supporting legislation intended to benefit them, by providing 
wholesome literature for them, by visiting them, we fulfill this obliga- 
tion. 

Never before has the number of those confined to prison been 
greater than at present. The shameless neglect of religion and of super- 
natural principles of morality in education, the laxity of discipline in 
broken homes, the tension and suspense of war, have resulted in prisons 
crowded to overflowing. Yet, let us not forget that a prison sentence 
is not always and inevitably an evil— in the merciful Providence of 
God it can be turned into a grace, an occasion of conversion and sal- 
vation. 

Nor is society wholly blameless. Perhaps a little more humility 
on our own part —the humility of St. Philip Neri, who, on seeing a 
condemned man going to the gallows, struck his heart, saying: “There, 
but for the grace of God, go I,” — would help us to realize better the 
plight of prisoners. Several Catholic chaplains, who are in a position 
to know what they are talking about, have written on this subject. One 
who is chaplain of a large institution in the South says: “Many false 
impressions prevail about prisons. People persist in considering those 
committed to prison as hopeless unregenerates. They should remember 
_ that one offense does not make the whole character bad. A man who 
commits a wrong under stress of great temptation, need, or drink, is 
not stripped of all his good qualities at the prison gate... Society owes 
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a duty to prisoners, and a little more charity would help repair the evils 
for which it is not entirely blameless. Many who commit crimes are 
the product of broken, loveless homes. Evil surroundings are the breed- 
ing places of crime. Poverty and squalor .are prolific and constant 
sources of vice. True, men have free will and God’s help, but why 
force the brunt of the battle on those who are unloved, underprivileged 
and weak? Punishment was not intended to kill but to cure. Men’s 
minds must not be warped, nor their hearts poisoned; their souls must 
be uplifted and saved. Let us all remember the words of Christ when 
confronted by the unforgiving righteousness of those who would have 
had Him stone an unfortunate woman who had sinned: ‘Let him who 


is without sin among you cast the first stone!’ ” 


Father Hyland, chaplain of Clinton prison, Dannemora, has written 
movingly of the challenge presented to a priest by the fate of men sen- 
tenced to prison by the state they have wronged. He describes how the 
idea, born in a moment of near-despair, of building a chapel in the 
prison, a chapel dedicated to Dismas, the “good thief,” brought inspira- 
tion and spiritual rebirth to the prisoners. He tells of how his own 
doubts gave way to amazement and gratitude to God as he watched men 
who had been forgers (of checks) now forging iron for the Chapel; men 
who had robbed others, now robbing themselves of extra time and sleep 
to help with its construction; men who had specialized in high explo- 
sives for blasting vaults and safes, now mixing chemicals for the tile 
floor of the house of God. The result was the beautiful and famous 
church of the Good Thief, and still more important, the spiritual re- 
habilitation of the men who built it, eighty-five per cent of whom, hav- 
ing made good the past, now hold good jobs and have bright hopes for 
the future. 

Widely publicized lately have been the almost saintly deaths of men 
condemned to die for their crimes, men who have turned the path to the 
electric-chair into a highroad to heaven, dying like other Dismases in 
the merciful arms of the God who gave His life for them. One more 
proof that it is never too late to win God’s mercy, that God looks not 
to the past but to our present dispositions. Shall we not, then, strive 
to imitate in our poor human fashion this mercy of our Redeemer? 
It was said of Him that He ate with publicans and sinners; He said 
of Himself that He had come to seek and save the lost sheep of His flock, 
the despised, the outcast. Can we, then, ignore the unfortunate prisoner ? 
Not if we want to call ourselves Christians! No, we must take a Christ- 
like interest in their welfare. 


Several ways of doing this have already been mentioned: providing 
good wholesome literature for prison libraries, for when men must 
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spend many hours of the day alone in a cell, reading becomes a major 
enjoyment and a serious study. The reading of good books can re-edu- 
cate a man, tearing down the false principles that have hitherto directed 
his life and helping to build better ones for the future. We can imitate 
the Good Shepherd also by helping prisoners who have been released 
to re-establish themselves in a world which too often they find cold and 
indifferent. Let us help them to find employment, if that is possible; 
let us show them confidence, friendliness, and charity. And above all, 
let us pray for them; pray that the grace of God may touch their hearts, 
that they may not be embittered, but may come from prison, better men, 
eager to take their place once more in the community. In doing so, we 
may hope one day to hear Our Lord bidding us take possession of His 
kingdom, because “I was in prison and you visited Me.” And when we 
ask Him when it was that He was a captive and we came to Him, He 
will answer us in those words of the Gospel that have challenged and in- 
spired the faith of men of all centuries: “Amen, I say to you, as long as 
you did it for one of these, the least of My brethren, you did it for Me!” 

During this Marian year, let us often invoke the help of Mary, the 
“Refuge of Sinners” and the “Comfortress of the Afflicted,” in behalf of 
prisoners. She watches tenderly over the apprehended sinners who are 
doing their penance. Who knows how many saints she has made from 
among the clients of Dismas, the Good Thief? 


CHEF ED 


Little Lovers’ League 


AVE you ever thought of the fact that God depends on 
you, dear Little Lovers? That is a startling thought, 
we know, but it is really true. After God made the 
world, He gave it to us, His children, to watch over it 
and take care of it and make it a happy place to live 
in, both for Himself and for ourselves. He gave us all 
that we need to make the world happy, including His only Son, Jesus, 
to show us the way to happiness; but whether it is happy or not de- 
pends on how we use what God gave us. 

Above all, God depends on us for one special thing: to see that He 
is admitted to the world which He made. For, you know, we can keep 
Him out of it all too easily. Of course, in His spirit God is present 
everywhere, but He cannot come to His children in the special way He 
desires, unless they let Him. The cruelty and hatred of some men today 
keeps Him out of whole nations. Men and women all over the world 
drive Him from their souls by sin. When He comes in the Blessed Sac- 
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rament, doubt in the hearts of many people keeps Him from entering. 


And what about us? Jesus wants to come to us very often in Holy 
Communion and He wants to be with us always in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Do we let Him come as often as He would like? Do we carry 
Him with us to school and work and play by remembering His presence 
within us, by acts of love and kindness to our companions? Do we 
visit Him often in the Sacrament of His Love to tell Him we are grate- 
ful for His gifts, and do we try to get others to know and love Him, too? 


If we do these things, then we are bringing Him to the world, and 
the world is a happier place because of us. We are Christophers, carry- 
ing Christ into the busy highways and byways of the world. And in 
heaven Jesus will smile as He turns to Mary and St. Joseph, and says: 
“See, they, too, are about My Father’s business!” 


PRACTICE: February is the month of the Holy Family, so try, 
all during this month, to do many little extra acts of thoughtfulness 
and kindness for all the members of your family, and say the ejacula- 
tion below, asking Our Blessed Mother, whose year this is, to bless your 
family and all families everywhere. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Mother of the Family of Nazareth, bless our 
family so that we become like your Family. 


The Carpenter’s Shop 


AUL-JOSEPH looked woefully at his broken wagon. It had been 
such a splendid toy with its red-painted wheels and leather lines 
to pull it, but now it lay there in three pieces. There was not much 
chance of his ever having another like it, either, for his father was a 
poor man who had to work hard to support his large family. But being 
of a cheerful nature, Paul-Joseph decided there was no use crying about 
it and, picking up the pieces, went on his way to the vineyard where 
his mother wanted him to pick her some grapes. When he was passing 
the village well, he noticed a woman there drawing water and looked 
at her shyly to see if she were the one he secretly called the “lovely 
lady.’’ Sure enough, it was she, and he slowed down, wishing he could 
think of something to say to her. He knew she came regularly to the 
well to draw water for her household and he had often seen her going 
into the little house at the far end of the street. This lady was slender 
and walked lightly, her blue veil rippling back over her dark brown 
hair, which curled softly about her face. One of her strong, sun-browned 
arms supported the heavy water-jar easily and often there was a little 
bunch of wild flowers in her other hand. 

She always smiled at Paul-Joseph when they met, and this time, 
seeing the broken wagon in his hand, she stopped and spoke to him: 
“Oh, you have broken your fine wagon!’’ She set down her water jug 
and took the pieces of his wagon into her hand, looking at them care- 
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fully. “It is not very badly broken,”’ she said slowly, ‘‘the pieces are 
still whole. Are you in a big hurry, Paul-Joseph?’’ Wondering how 
she knew his name, Paul-Joseph shook his head. ‘‘My mother wants 
me to bring her some grapes for supper,”’ he told her, ‘‘but it is early 
yet and I have plenty of time to walk to the vineyard.’’ ‘‘Then,’’ said 
the lady, picking up her jug, and taking Paul-Joseph by the hand, “if 
you will come with me and bring the pieces of the wagon with you, I 
think my husband can help you.”’ 


Happily Paul-Joseph walked along beside her, telling her about 
his family and about the fine games he used to play with his wagon. 
When they reached the little house, she led him inside, and setting her 
water-jar on a table, drew aside a long curtain at one end of the room, 
which separated it from a larger room beyond. This room was filled 
with pieces of wood, big pieces and small ones. On the wall hung all 
sorts of tools — carpenters’ tools —and the floor was covered with 
wood shavings. Paul-Joseph sniffed delightedly, it was such a good 
smell. A tall man, working with a saw at a large piece of wood, looked 
up when they came in and smiled at the woman, and a little boy ran 
over to her from one corner of 
the room where he had been 
hammering some smaller pieces 
of wood. ‘‘Come and see what 
I made, Mother!”’ he cried, tug- 
ging at her hand, ‘all by my- 
self, too, didn’t I, Father?’’ he 
added proudly, looking at the 
tall man. The man laughed 
and leaving his work, swung 
the boy to his shoulder. ‘Yes, 
he did, Mary,’’ he assured her, 
“TI didn’t help him at all.’”’ The 
woman smiled at the pair of 
them, and noticing the boy’s 
dark hair and eyes, Paul-Joseph 
thought how much he looked 
like his mother. 


Then the lady drew Paul- 
Joseph forward and introduced 
him, explaining about the wag- 
on. The big man set the boy 
down gently and took the brok- 
en toy into his calloused hands, 
holding it carefully, while the 
little boy also examined it 
gravely. Paul-Joseph watched 
them anxiously and breathed a sigh of relief when the man said: “I 
think we can fix it. We'll just need to put an extra piece in here along 
the sides and fix those wheels back on, after the splinters are smoothed 
off them. I'll take care of the side pieces and maybe you and my son 
could fix the wheels. He can show you just what to do,” he added, 
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as he went off to search for some small pieces of wood to match the 
wagon. The little boy brought Paul-Joseph over to the corner where he 
had been hammering. ‘This is where I always work when [ help my 
father,’’ he told Paul-Joseph. ‘Now, if you take this and keep rubbing 
it over the wheel, it will smooth off the splinters; I’ll do the other 
wheel and then Father will put them back on. He can fix anything — 
just wait and see, your wagon will be as good as new!” 

Eagerly they both set to work, and when she came into the room 
later with some bread and milk for them, the boy’s mother laughed 
to see each bent over a wheel, their heads almost touching as they 
rubbed and smoothed, each so intent on his work that a small pink 
tongue was caught between his teeth. When they had finished, the tall 
man took the wheels over to his big table and adjusted them carefully. 
Then he held up ‘the wagon for Paul-Joseph to see. The boy gasped 
with delight. His wagon was splendid now, with high wooden sides 
and even a leather-covered seat inside! ‘Oh, thank you!” he said, 
“that’s wonderful. It’s even better than it was before!’”” The man 
smiled at his pleasure and the little boy looked proudly at him, as if 
to say: “I told you he was a fine carpenter!”’ 

Just when Paul-Joseph was deciding that he would have to hurry 
away, if he wanted to get the grapes for his mother in time for supper, 
the lady returned with a large bunch for him. “I picked them from 
our garden,’ she told him, ‘“‘so you won’t have to walk out to the vine- 
yard.”’ She put one arm around her son’s shoulders, as she went on: 
“And we would be very happy if you would come back and visit us 
again tomorrow, if your mother will let you.” 

“Oh yes, please come,” cried the little boy eagerly, ‘“‘I have a 
wagon, too, and we can have some wonderful games. I’ll show you 
how to make some other things besides,’’ he promised. The tall man 
added: ‘“‘Yes, come tomorrow and we’ll make a carpenter out of you!”’ 


Gladly, Paul-Joseph agreed to return the next day. Walking 
home, with his wagon and the bunch of grapes, his mind was full of 
the lovely lady and the great carpenter. And all that night he dreamed 
of the little boy, who stood with his arms outstretched, begging him 
to bring him all his broken toys, for he was a carpenter’s son and 
knew how to make things as good as new... 


H Mary Contest 


During this Marian year, dear Little Lovers — you'll want a contest to 
honor our Blessed Mother. We thought you would like to draw a picture 
of her as the Immaculate Conception — our last December issue will show you 
a good example — or write a letter telling what you intend to do to show your 
love for her during this year, which belongs to her so specially. We would like 
to have your picture or your letter by March 25, the feast of her Annunciation, 
so that we can publish the results of the contest in May. The pictures or letters 
can be drawn or written on any kind of paper, in pencil, ink or colors. Please 
send your name, age and address along with your entry. There will be a prize 
for the one who sends the best picture and the one who sends the best letter in 
the over 10 age-group and in the under 10 group. 
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Lent Is a Call to Arms for Every Catholic Who 
Thinks of Our Savior’s Words: ‘“‘Watch and Pray!”’’ 


During February, month of the Catholic Press, the booklets listed below 
and on the inside covers will help you to put this warning of Our Lord’s into 
action. Reading these booklets and getting others to read them can be your 


share in the Apostolate of the Press —a vital piece of Catholic Action! 


The Way of the Cross —An inspiring and devotional method of 
praying the Stations, with prayers in honor of the Passion and an illustration 
of each Station to bring it forcefully to your mind. 


From Olivet to Calvary -——A prayerful following of Christ during 
His Passion from the Agony in the Garden to the Crucifixion, including the 
Seven Last Words and various prayers. A wonderful help toward a devout 
Lent, especially during Holy Week. 


Devotion to the Precious Blood — One of the most fruitful and 
powerful of devotions is this one to the Blood of Christ which redeemed us 
all. Its veneration is explained in this booklet, which includes the Proper of 
the Mass of the Precious Blood and many prayers. 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows -—— There is no better guide to a well-spent, 
fervent Lent than Mary, the Mother of the Redeemer, the Mother of Sorrow. 
Let these considerations of her seven great sorrows move you to devotion 
both to her Son and herself. Each Sorrow is beautifully illustrated by a 
picture from the brush of the famous artist, Janssens. 


Confession, Its Fruitful Practice —a good confession and a good 
Lent go hand-in-hand. This booklet is a really practical and clear help to- 
ward making a good confession. Points for a fruitful examination of con- 
science are given. Can easily be carried in a pocket or tucked into a purse 
for use as needed. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. 
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